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LUCC general council passes proposition to make Election
Day a holiday at Lawrence University
Joey Davis
Staff Writer

_______________________

A proposition was passed
through the Lawrence University Community Council
(LUCC) that aims to make Election Day a holiday for students
on Wednesday, Oct. 5. Having
passed, the proposition will be
placed before President Laurie
Carter for further action.
Sophomore
Anders
Hanhan, co-chair of the LUCC
Sustainability Committee, proposed the resolution. Hanhan
said that his goal was to find
things that Lawrence can do to
make the school more just and
equitable that don’t cost any
money. There is a stated goal
for Lawrence as an institution
to make 85% voter yields, according to Hanhan.
“Right now we’ve been
hovering right around the 70s,
which is pretty good,” said
Hanhan. “But the positive marketing that could come from
being the school, in a state that
is notably hard to vote in, that
has 85% of our students voting

--- that would be a really big
achievement for Lawrence.”
The conflict between academics and voting was a factor
in drafting the resolution, according to Hanhan. He argued
that voting is a part of education and should be treated as
such.
“The whole liberal arts
idea is learning through experience, and being engaged in
your community, and being a
good civic actor,” said Hanhan.
Hanhan feels that Lawrence can live up to this by
making it as easy as possible
for students to vote. Another
factor was the recent relocation
of Lawrence’s closest voting
location to Saint Joseph Parish Center, a 15-minute walk
downtown, he said.
Sophomore class representative Isabel Dorn was one
of the representatives who
voted in favor of the proposal.
Some representatives argued
in favor of a compromise, with
one proposition being to allow
students to not attend class
on election day without being

penalized. The compromise
would not resolve the issue of
students having to choose between academics and voting,
argued Dorn.
“You should not have to
choose between voting and
getting better grades on your
finals,” said Dorn.
Hanhan similarly argued
that the compromise would be
a poor outcome due to it not
resolving the conflict between
learning and voting.
Another argument in favor of the proposition was how
the current system primarily
affects low-income or marginalized students. Those are the
students who are juggling work
schedules and academics and
are therefore less likely to have
time to vote, argued Dorn.
“To take a day off to go
vote – that can cost you like
$40,” said Dorn. “Forty dollars can be the difference between being able to afford your
tuition or not. We should not
have to pay $40 of our time to
go vote.”
Junior class representa-

tive Rowan Tipping voted in
favor of the proposal but stated
that he heard and understood
the other side. His vote yes was
primarily to start the conversation, according to Tipping. He
doubted that the administration would approve the proposition, especially given that it
wasn’t a unanimous vote in
favor.
Tipping saw the middleground option as a happy medium, commenting that he
hoped it would be considered
further if this current proposition wasn’t implemented. He
also spoke to how groups such
as the Center for Community
Engagement (CCE) and Why
Bother Wisconsin are already
doing good work in helping to
make voting accessible, such
as by providing shuttles to help
students vote.
“They’re trying to make it
easy for people to vote, and I
think that making it so there’s
no class on election day would
be a nice addition, but I’ve also
come to realize that it’s not a
realistic one,” said Tipping.

Tipping urged the student
body to vocalize their opinion
on the matter, as he felt that
it is not currently very clear
whether this change is something that the student body at
large would support.
Assistant Professor of Biology and LUCC faculty representative Israel Del Toro, who
is also the alderperson from
District 4 to the Appleton Common Council, stated that he fully supported the idea of making
voting as accessible as possible,
whether or not that takes the
form of an official school holiday.
“It’s important that we
understand that Lawrence isn’t
just the community here on
campus, but also the broader
city and the interactions with
our local and state legislators
as well. And having a voice
there really matters,” said Del
Toro.
Del Toro spoke on the importance of promoting active
citizenship. Giving students the
opportunity to vote is at least
equally valuable to whatever it

is students were going to learn
in the class that day, he argued.
First-year class representative Cormac Billick abstained
from the vote and said that he
wasn’t in favor of making election day a holiday. Billick argued that losing even one day
of a term is a significant loss
for classes, given Lawrence’s
trimester system. Missing a
Tuesday or Thursday class is
1/20 of that class, he added.
Increasing Lawrence’s already
high voter turnout to that target number 85% could likely be
accomplished without having
to make the day a holiday, argued Billick.
Billick was in favor of a
middle-ground option, seeing
it as an easy way to incentivize
higher voter turnout without
shifting the cost onto other students --- for example, international students who can’t vote
in U.S. elections. He also spoke
in favor of increasing awareness. It would also be good to
have a better understanding of
what other students thought
about the issue, he said.

Students voice concerns about fire
safety at Ormsby Hall
Alex Stanger
Staff Writer

______________________

At around midnight
during week one, Ormsby
Hall had a fire alarm go
off. In accordance with the
emergency exit plan, second
floor Community Advisor
(CA) Sam Brewer sent his
residents down the south
wing to the emergency exit
that led to the outside fire
escape. Brewer then went
down the one interior staircase on the inside of the
building. After getting outside, Brewer said a group
of his residents, who went
down the fire escape, came
up and told him that after
getting to the bottom of the
south facing fire escape, they
had to jump into a bush.
The south-facing fire
escape ends on the first
floor of Ormsby but is still
very high off the ground,
Brewer said. It was unclear
to the residents how they
were supposed to quickly
and safely get to the ground,
Brewer said.

Both the south-facing
and the west-facing fire escapes do not go all the way
to the ground, requiring
residents to make a high
jump, Brewer said. The
west-facing fire escape is
an even higher drop than
the south-facing fire escape,
but into mulch, rather than
into a bush. Brewer feels it’s
lucky that no one has been
injured so far.
First-year
Jessie
Downey, one of Brewer’s
residents, commented that
they weren’t too hurt or
scared after having to make
the jump but that they are
concerned about the fire escape not being completely
safe or reliable in the event
of an actual fire.
Brewer brought up
these concerns to Area Coordinator D’Andre Weaver
when they came up at the
start of the year, and Brewer
was told that they would be
addressed. He also brought
the concerns up at a CA
meeting a week and a half
later. However, a month

later, Brewer has not heard
anything back, and the fire
escapes remain the same.
Additionally, at the meeting
when Brewer brought up the
concerns, he was asked why
he would send his residents
down the fire escape when
there was no real fire.
Nicholas
Mainville,
Lawrence University’s Fire
Safety Coordinator, said
that the Appleton Fire Department does an inspection twice a year. The only
issue that came up at the
most recent inspection during the summer was that the
fire doors were a little hard
to open but still met code.
Other than that, everything
was up to code, said Mainville.
“Safety in all of our
buildings is always a focus,”
Assistant Vice President of
Facilities Operations Joseph
King said. “Ormsby Hall has
and continues to meet all
code requirements and has
passed all inspections. That
includes the main hallways
and stairwells, as well as the

emergency fire escapes.”
Fire drills are scheduled regularly in the residence halls so that students
are aware of best practices
and expectations for exiting
the building in case of an
emergency, King said.
Brewer
commented
that he doesn’t understand
how the fire drills relate to
the fire escape being inaccessible.
According to the Wisconsin State Department of
Safety and Professional Services Administrative Code
Chapter 375, Section 19:
“All ‘B’ type fire escapes, and all fire escapes
on schools, theaters, and
assembly halls, either shall
reach to the ground or shall
have a balanced stairway
reaching to the ground. ‘A’
type fire escapes which are
not on schools, theaters, or
assembly halls, may terminate on a platform at least
3 feet long, located not
more than 10 feet above the
ground.”

Ormsby’s west-facing fire escape.
Photo by Alex Stanger.
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Ormsby’s South facing fire escape.
Photo by Alex Stanger.
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Student Organizations to host a variety of Halloween Events
Isabel Dorn
Staff Writer

_________________________

Lawrence’s student organizations will host a variety of
events during the last weekend
of October to celebrate the Halloween season.
Prescribed Escape Productions (PEP), Lawrence’s
independent, student-run theater company, will be staging
three performances of Rocky
Horror Picture Show on Saturday, Oct. 29. The first show will
take place at 12:01 a.m. on the
night between Friday and Saturday, while the other shows
are on Saturday at 8 p.m. and
11:59 p.m.
Junior Zhanna Weil, who
will star as the mad scientist
Dr. Frank-N-Furter, has been
involved in Rocky Horror at
Lawrence since their freshman
year and said that she is extremely excited to continue the
tradition.
“I’ve done Rocky so many
times that it’s in my blood,”
Weil said. “I eat, sleep and
breathe this movie. I can do
these dance sequences in my
sleep.”
The performance is centered around the 1975 cult classic film by Richard O’Brien,
which tells the fantastical story
of a young couple who wander into Dr. Frank-N-Furter’s
mansion of horrors. While the
film plays on a large screen in

the auditorium, an audio track
of bawdy call lines interjects
with the original sound, creating rowdy banter. Live performers lip-sync along with the
call lines and mimic the dancing numbers from the movie.
Weil, who is also the costumer and vice president of
PEP, serves on an 8-member
consent team to ensure that the
performers and audience are
safe and empowered during the
production. She aims to create an accepting space for the
queer community, artists and
people experimenting with different forms of self-expression.
“Rocky is just a place
where you can be aggressively
yourself,” Weil said.
Two of the other performers, senior Raidah Binthe and
sophomore Lauren Dahl, will
be performing in Rocky Horror
Picture Show for the first time.
Binthe praised the production team for creating a
welcoming environment and
stated that the Rocky Horror
set is the safest space they have
found on campus. They also
emphasized the significance
of Rocky Horror in the queer
community.
“It’s quite radical for the
time that it was made,” Binthe
said. “It’s trans-friendly and it
embraces all kinds of sexualities.”
Dahl decided to audition for Rocky Horror because

she enjoyed watching last
year’s production. While she
acknowledged that the show
is shamelessly raunchy, she
hopes that people will feel more
empowered and confident after
watching the performance. She
also mentioned that it’s a tradition for audience members to
wear risqué costumes to the
show.
“Be weird,” Dahl said.
“We’re all up there embarrassing ourselves in front of people,
and I hope people learn to let
go when they come.”
PEP will not be the only
student organization hosting
events for Halloween. The Student Alliance Against Sexual
Harassment and Assault (SAASHA) will be hosting its annual
Halloween party on Friday,
Oct. 28 from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
in the basement of Art House.
The event will feature a costume contest, candy, and a Polaroid station where guests can
take pictures of their costumes.
SAASHA chair Tee Karki,
a senior, hopes that the party
will boost engagement for SAASHA and provide a judgmentfree environment to learn more
about consent, safe sex and
contraception.
She also emphasized that
SAASHA events are open to the
entire Lawrence community
and anyone is welcome to join
or attend! She hopes that the
Halloween party will encourage

people from all backgrounds to
find out more about SAASHA.
“I think there’s this misconception on campus that
SAASHA is this private space
that is only for survivors, but
SAASHA is a safe space for
anyone,” Karki said.
The Sustainable Lawrence
University Garden (SLUG)
and the Student Organization for University Programming (SOUP) will collaborate
for Cornival, a harvest festival
centered around corn, on Saturday, Oct. 29 from 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. The event is planned
to take place in the Quad and
around SLUG House, weather
permitting.
Junior Will Brenneman,
SLUG’s Hoop House director,
said that the event will feature
a potluck, games, pumpkin
carving, pumpkin smashing,
bobbing for corn, grilling corn,
food and drink.
“It will be a huge celebration of food, SLUG and all the
fun things we’re doing at Lawrence,” Brenneman said.
Sophomore Matthew Dalgleish, who serves as outreach
director for SLUG, said that
SLUG has been planning the
event since the beginning of the
term. He hopes that the event
will help create a greater sense
of community.
“I want people to have a
good time and enjoy friends
and family,” said Dalgleish.

SAASHA Halloween Flyer in the Colman Lobby.
Photo by Adam Fleischer.

SPORTS

October 21, 2022

3

THE LAWRENTIAN

El Clásico: Real Madrid dominates crucial La Liga match

Sean McLaughlin
Sports Editor

______________________________

Sunday, Oct. 16 saw the first La
Liga meeting between Real Madrid
and Barcelona as El Clásico, perhaps
the biggest rivalry in professional
sports, was renewed for the 184th
time. The two sides have dominated
Spanish soccer for as long as can be
remembered, with the pair having
won 61 league titles between them. In
recent years, Barcelona has slipped
somewhat on account of their financial woes, leading to Madrid winning two of the past three league
titles available. But with former captain Xavi back leading the club as
manager, as well as a number of big
signings, Barcelona has looked to be
back among the Spanish elite as the
2022-23 season has progressed. They
entered the day tied on points with
Real Madrid atop the league table,
meaning that this clash would be of
the utmost importance in setting the
tone for the remainder of the league
season.

Eli Wunderlich
Staff Writer

______________________________

Lawrence University’s men’s
and women’s cross country teams
competed at the Augustana Interregional Rumble in Rock Island, Ill. last
Saturday, marking their last competition before the Midwest Conference
Championships in Monmouth, Ill.
Both teams were up against tough
competition, with 450 other athletes
in the varsity races, including runners
from Washington University and the
University of Chicago, as well as Knox
College and Grinnell College, who
will also be competing at the MWC
championships. This showed in their
team standings, with the men’s team
finishing twenty-sixth and women’s

Sean McLaughlin
Sports Editor

______________________________

The 2022 Ballon d’Or was
awarded on Tuesday, Oct. 17. The
award is given out by the newspaper
France Football, and it is internationally recognized as the prize that
officially declares the best player in
the world for a given calendar year.
National team coaches and captains
from each of FIFA’s 209 recognized
countries, as well as one journalist
per country, are allowed to vote for
who they believe to be the three best
players in the world, in order. Three
points are given for first place, 2 for
second, and 1 for third. After all the
points are totaled, the player with the
most votes wins the trophy and the
accolade of being recognized as the
best player the game has to offer.
The winner this year is Karim
Benzema. He is the oldest winner

Sean McLaughlin
Sports Editor

______________________________

Sunday Oct. 16 saw the Green
Bay Packers host the New York Jets
at Lambeau Field, with both teams
looking to cement themselves as legitimate contenders in their respective divisions. The Packers and Jets
each entered with three wins from
five games, leaving the former second
in the NFC North behind the 4-1 Min-

The match was held at the Estadio Santiago Bernabeu, Real Madrid’s home ground. It was clear
from the start who the home side
was as well, with Real dominating the
game in the early stages, missing several clear chances as Barcelona floundered and failed to get a foothold in
the game. Real played on the counter
attack, and Barcelona was caught
flat on their heels. Vinicius Junior
went close in the 7th minute in what
turned out to be a foreshadowing of
what was to come. Real broke down
the left hand side, exposing the rather slow Sergi Roberto, and left back
Ferland Mendy got in behind the Barcelona defense. He cut the ball back
to the sprinting Vinicius, whose shot
took a deflection on its way to the far
corner.
An almost identical attack led
to the opening goal in the 12th minute, as midfielder Toni Kroos fought
through a foul to slot the ball in behind Roberto down the Real Madrid
left, sending Vinicius to goal once
again. His touch was heavy, allow-

ing Barcelona keeper Marc-Andre
Ter Stegen to cut the angle down and
make a save, but the rebound fell to
the lethal Karim Benzema at the top
of the box who slotted it calmly into
the now vacant Barcelona net. Real
Madrid led, and deservedly so.
Barcelona did create a rare
chance in the 25th minute, as some
clever ball movement swung play
from left to right in a flash, creating
enough space for right winger Raphina to play a brilliant ball along the
top of the six yard box. It was out of
reach for the Madrid keeper Thibaut
Courtois, but the usually clinical
Robert Lewandowski could only put
his shot high from a tight angle at
the back post. But much to Barcelona
fans’ chagrin, the Real Madrid lead
was doubled just ten minutes later
as Vinicius Junior once again created
problems for a Barcelona back line
that looked slow and cumbersome all
game long. An unfortunate deflection
took the ball into the Real Madrid
man’s path, which drew three Barcelona players as he looked for a shoot-

ing angle. This opened space behind
him for the advancing Aurelien
Tchouameni, who passed up what
seemed to be a great shooting chance
to pass the ball wide to Mendy.
Mendy cut the ball back to the top of
the box into the space now vacated
by Vinicius where Federico Valverde
smashed the ball low into the corner
from 20 yards. Barcelona themselves
then finished the first half with a flurry of chances, but just lacked any real
threat. Frenkie de Jong had a decent
effort easily saved by Courtois, and
Lewandowski put a promising cross
well wide with his head.
The second half was more of the
same. A quick counter and switch of
play saw Benzema net his second of
the match, only to see it unfortunately called back as he was a yard offside
when the pass was hit to him. Ten
minutes later, he once again picked
up a dangerous cross at the top of the
box before this time slipping Vinicius in behind Roberto, only for Ter
Stegen to come flying off his line to
smother the shot at the last possible

second.
The match was relatively quiet
from that point on as Real, comfortably on top of the game, took their
foot off the gas. But with ten minutes
to play, Barcelona got back into the
game as Ferran Torres prodded home
from close range after Ansu Fati beat
two Real Madrid defenders down the
left flank before whipping a beautiful ball through the box. Courtois
couldn’t reach it, and Torres was unmarked; it was game on once again.
But after eight minutes of rather
calm play, Real Madrid once again
stamped their authority over the
game. Eric Garcia stopped a Real
counter attack by stomping on Rodrygo’s foot in the box, for which the
referee awarded the home team a
penalty kick. Rodrygo dispatched of it
without flinching and the match was
essentially over. Real Madrid won 3-1
and cemented themselves as the title
favorites with a three- point lead atop
the table.

team finishing fifteenth out of a total
of twenty-seven teams. Despite lower
rankings overall, it was a very important step towards securing another
conference championship, as many
runners on both teams achieved their
personal best times in their respective races.
Women’s team star Cristyn
Oliver was undoubtedly the standout runner of the invite, completing
the women’s 6,000m course in just
22:06.1, the second fastest time in
Lawrence cross country history, and
placing 27th. (The current record is
held by Lawrence Hall-of-Famer Valerie Curtis, who ran 22:01.0 in 2002.)
This was a personal best for Oliver,
whose previous record was fourteen

seconds slower. She was also recently
named Midwest Conference Performer of the Week for the third week
in a row, bringing her total number
of Performer of the Week awards to
thirteen, with eight for cross country
and five for track.
Other scorers on the women’s
side included Riley Winebrenner in
99th place (23:35.8), Madeline Taylor
in 105th place (23:45.9), Althea Foster in 114th place (23:59.5), and Aasma Haider in 126th place (24:34.1).
Scorers for the men’s 8,000m course
included Adam Bruce in 109th place
(25:57.1), Itai Bojdak-Yates in 156th
place (27:21.0), Connor Myatt in
157th place (27:27.1), Bergen Thorson in 172nd place (28:14.9), and

Ray Wetzel-Meehan in 174th place
(28:19.4).
Both teams will continue to prepare throughout the next two weeks,
focusing on staying healthy and being
properly rested for the Conference
Championships. One of the more
unique ways the team boosts morale
during these crucial weeks is a tradition called “Wacky Wednesdays.”
Wacky Wednesdays began nine years
ago, and it sees the teams compete
against each other by dressing with
a different theme for every Wednesday practice. Themes are chosen by
senior members of both teams, and
so far this season, they have included Crayon Day and Coach Fast Day,
where the teams dress like Head

Cross Country Coach Jason Fast. Pictures of Wacky Wednesday attire can
be found on Lawrence’s cross country and track and field iInstagram
page, or they can be spotted running
around Appleton every Wednesday
afternoon this October.
The cross country vVikings are
hoping this team spirit can help them
uphold their champion status as
they head to the Gibson Woods Golf
Course in Monmouth, Ill. on Oct.
28. Both teams will be arriving a day
early to hold their last pre-conference
practice on the course. The Midwest
Conference Championships will be
held the next day, with the women’s
team racing at 11 a.m., followed by
the men’s team at 12 p.m.

Cross Country prepares for conference

Benzema wins Ballon d’Or 2022

since 1954 at 34 years of age, which
is some feat. Normally by this age,
players are slowing down, not
peaking. The Frenchman plays his
club football for Real Madrid, which
means he has now followed up his
win in yesterday’s El Clásico with
soccer’s ultimate individual award.
The announcement comes after the
best 12 months of Benzema’s career,
in which he won La Liga and the
Champions League with Real Madrid,
as well as the UEFA Nations League
with France. During the 2021-22 club
season (of which the second half is
considered), he scored 44 goals and
provided 15 assists to teammates
across 46 games in all competitions at club level. In the Champions
League, which is considered the pinnacle of club soccer, he managed to
tie the third best goal scoring season
in the history of the competition with
15 strikes in 13 matches; 10 of those

came in the seven knockout stage
matches Real Madrid played on their
way to the title. Even as injuries have
hampered the early portion of his
season this time around, he has still
managed 4 goals and an assist across
6 league games thus far. Benzema is
more than deserving of the Ballon
d’Or.
Those that came below him in
the list are a bit more suspect, however. Positions 2 through 5 were, in
order, Sadio Mane, Kevin de Bruyne,
Robert Lewandowski, and Mohamed
Salah. I have no issue with any of
these players making the top five,
as all four have been fantastic all
year. The order they find themselves
in, however, should raise a few eyebrows. Sadio Mane, for example, replaced Lewandowski at Bayern Munich after the Pole left for Barcelona
this summer. Since then, Bayern have
fallen off a cliff offensively and now

find themselves in second place in
the Bundesliga, which they normally
dominate, four points behind Union
Berlin. Meanwhile, Lewa’s new team
sit second in La Liga, just three
points off the top of the table, just a
season after they looked to be close
to missing out on a top four place for
months. This season, Lewandowski
has scored 15 goals in 14 games in all
competitions, while Mane has 8 goals
in the same number of games. Last
season, Lewandowski scored 35 goals
in 34 games in the league; Mane only
managed 16, again in the same number of games. Mane did win the Africa
Cup of Nations for his home nation of
Senegal, but that was in 2021, and so
should not be considered toward his
placing here. All of this seems to indicate that Lewandowski should definitely be ahead of Mane.
The same could be said for Kevin de Bruyne. He scored 15 goals in

the Premier League last season, only
one fewer than Mane. This is despite
the fact he played four fewer games
and is a central midfielder. He also
chipped in with 8 assists to Mane’s 2,
and won the league, beating Mane’s
Liverpool side to the title. This season, de Bruyne already has 9 assists
to lead the Premier League in that
category, as well as a goal to make
his goal contribution record one
per match. Mane’s is half that. So it
would seem he should also be above
the Senegalese forward.
Regardless, my own criticisms
of the overall rankings should not
detract from the fact that Karim Benzema might be the first unquestioned
winner of the Ballon d’Or since Lionel Messi in 2012, which speaks to his
quality as a footballer. His ability is
incredible, and we ought to appreciate it before he retires.

nesota Vikings and the latter second
in the AFC East behind the 4-1 Buffalo Bills. The Packers had so far fallen
well below their normal standards in
the Aaron Rodgers era, as the offense
has really struggled to get going. Normally dominant with the ball in order
to overcome the immense amount of
points they concede, this year, Green
Bay just hasn’t been able to outgun
opponents the way they have in the

past.

a Green Bay field goal attempt, only
for the Packers to return the favor by
blocking a Jets punt soon after. Both
teams would go on to kick a field goal
apiece, leaving the half time score at
3-3.
The momentum of the game
swung early in the third quarter as
the Packers failed on third down for
the eighth time in the game, as Aaron
Rodgers was sacked yet again. Given

the ball back, the Jets then went on a
drive from deep inside their own half
to score the game’s first touchdown.
The Green Bay defense finally broke
open, with Zach Wilson completing a
pass of over 50 yards to Corey Davis.
On the very next play, a trick play saw
Braxton Berrios take a hand off and
run into the end zone.
Green Bay got the ball back hop-

Packers’ early season woes continue
It was the same story today, as
the Pack fell 27-10 at home to the
New York Jets. The first half was a
defensive slug fest, with each quarterback under constant pressure. Rodgers was sacked twice and Zach Wilson
of the Jets once, with neither team
really able to move the ball. Even on
special teams, the defense outshone
the offense, with New York blocking

See page 12
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Tangled Depths
By Quinn Vincent

Pen and Ink

By Mikayla Henry
For this poem, my professor had us write about a difficult subject,
so I chose a memory I had from high school. I came from a rather small
town – to give you an idea, my graduating class only had 43 kids – so
needless to say I knew everyone and their cousins, basically. Ultimately,
I went through the entirety of school with the same kids I met in kindergarten, so we knew a lot about one another, for better or worse. When we
were in our junior year, a girl in our class got in a car accident on her way
to school. I wasn’t especially close with her as friends but given that this
was still a girl I knew for years, her death still shook me for a long time.
This poem is me trying to grapple with the complexity of my emotions
during her death.
Your Empty Seat

How can I sit in this chipped desk
staring at a smudged whiteboard full of cell diagrams,
expected to analyze the circular patterns of
ribosomes and nuclei,
when I can see your old desk in my peripheral vision?
We learned about the rain cycle so long ago,
as children in the fourth grade with Mrs. Krohlow - how it
precipitates and settles onto pavement.
But did you ever anticipate how it would reject
the kiss of your car’s back tires that morning?
What was your last sensation? Was it the harsh caress
of the bark, or the confetti of glass
embedding your skin?
Do I want to know?
I wonder who will fill your desk
now that you’re gone. Your HA graphite initials will be erased,
but whose letters will replace them? Will the gum they stick
under the chair be the classic spearmint,
or perhaps strawberry? Will they slouch in your – I mean their
seat?
Only your old desk can answer me now.

Tigress
By Isabel Dorn
Tiny tigress, who roars in the night
Queen of all cats, so gold in the light
She leads without weakness and runs without fear
across the wild plain until the pearl moon appears
They call her Empress, for she is divine,
a sacred jewel, a vase of jade
On mighty mountains she earned her honor
On holy ground, her throne was laid
Silken dress and gold ‘round her brow
A ruby between eyes of fire
Silken hair and lips in full bloom
but beneath her beauty lives a tiger

Mimi's Comic

Monster Crab

By Mimi Condon

By Mara Logan
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Fractured Reminisce
By Jamie Haak
Edges of your minds eye fogging
over
Shaking your brain like an Etch A
Sketch
Remembering blobs of color
Still frames slowly
Jigsaw pieces almost fitting
together

‘Maybe this goes here’
You don’t really know
Without the box how are you supposed to
If you think to hard the pieces shut
away
Whisked into another locked room
in your mind

Into the Dark

By Meridian Ondrejka
Come closer
The doorway
seems to sing.
Its darkness, beckoning
you to step through.
Come closer
There is nothing to fear.
Come closer
The shadows will
not
harm you here.
Come closer
Look deeper.
Tread nearer.
Cross the threshold,
these clean streets hold nothing
for you.

Crossword
By Enna Krnrcin
Across
5. lives in a pineapple under the
sea
6. local boy dies (half)
9. disappeared when the fire
nation attacked
10. prime television about a little
bald dude
11. there's an animal in trouble
12. wacky life of a kangaroo and
his buds
13. local boy turns into 10 or
more aliens
Down
1. oink
2. those goldfish are magic
3. gotta catch 'em all
4. I know what we're going to do
today
7. show about a feline AND a
canine
8. children are fascinating

Answers to last
week’s crossword:
Across
2.Coffee
4. Boba
6. Milk
9. Oatmilk
Down
1. Tea
3. Orangejuice
5. Soymilk
7. Water
8. Soda

Come closer
The sun is
dropping.
Come in.
Come in.
Come in.
Come closer
You will leave,
different
and yet the same.
A simple
change.
Come closer
It’s about
to be
cold out
in the dark.
Come closer
The doorway. It sings.

Obsession
By Renee Iris Bernal
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Local government feature: Alex Schultz
Nathan Wall

News Editor
________________________________

If you went to the climate strike
at Pierce Park on Sep. 20, 2021, you’ve
probably met Appleton’s District 9
Alderperson, Alex Schultz. Schultz has
been in office since 2019, is passionate
about climate change and the arts, and has
strong opinions about national politics.
According to Schultz, he became
active in the community when he first
moved to Appleton. He founded a nonprofit called Sculpture Valley to move the
needle forward on public arts funding in
Appleton. Schultz recalls liking his alderperson up until 2017, when she retired
and asked him to run. Schultz didn’t run
because he thought the other candidate
was a good candidate, but according to
Schultz, he ended up not being very good
at his job. Schultz challenged the incumbent in 2019 and defeated him, although
Schultz added that the incumbent did
not really run a strong campaign, and it
wouldn’t be fair to compare his victory to
Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s
(D-NY) victory over the third most powerful House Democrat in 2018. In 2021,
Schultz was unchallenged. He said that
conservative organizations will likely try
to put up a candidate against him, but that
the council is approximately two-thirds
progressive and has become increasingly
more progressive during his time in office.
“When I came on [the Appleton City]
Council...I didn’t have a lot of additional
support,” Schultz said. “Now I feel that
there are four or five members on the
council that are bringing things forward.
This is fantastic; we have a really engaged
council. Then you look at the other [people] and they aren’t really doing jack.”
Schultz named Alderpersons Vered
Meltzer, Denise Fenton, Israel Del Toro,
Nate Wolff and Kristin Alfheim as people
he sees as allies on the council. He said
that he hopes Alfheim wins her race for
State Senate but that he hopes she returns
to the council if she loses. He also gave
credit to Alderperson Chris Croatt, who is
not necessarily from the progressive side
of the council but according to Schultz,
frequently works across the aisle with him
and other more progressive alderpersons.
Schultz noted that the progressive
side of the council has proposed the
majority of the resolutions put forward.
“If you go to the city’s website and
look up ‘Resolutions’...you can see the list
of resolutions submitted back to...2016,
just look at the names,” Schultz said. “You
can tell that probably 90% of the resolutions introduced are from the progressive
side...You rarely see anything from the
other side of the aisle.”
Schultz further discussed the issues
he’s passionate about.
To Schultz, climate change, public

Blair Vandehey

transit and pedestrian safety are intrinsically connected. He mentioned that
there was a push for an all-electric Valley
Transit bus fleet, as well as efforts to make
water treatment and solid waste processing more environmentally friendly. He
also thinks that Appleton needs to be more
pedestrian and bike friendly; one way
to achieve this is to choke speeds down
on College Avenue so that it’s safer for
pedestrians, bikers and people using Bird
scooters. Although riders are expected to
ride the scooters in the streets on College
Avenue, it’s not safe, Schultz observed. He
feels that by increasing pedestrian safety,
it will also benefit restaurants, as they will
be able to offer outdoor dining without
worrying about customers being hit by
scooters or bikes riding on the sidewalk.
Schultz was integral to the founding
of Appleton’s Task Force on Resiliency,
Climate Mitigation and Adaptation. He
mentioned other efforts that the city of
Appleton is taking to promote sustainability and biodiversity, such as No Mow May,
a city ordinance that delays lawn enforce-

ment until the first of June, and efforts
to encourage less raking. Schultz is glad
that Appleton is helping residents pursue
sustainability efforts on their own properties, but he hopes to see more solar panels,
charging stations for electric vehicles and
other sustainable infrastructure projects
built all over the city.
Schultz’s other top local issue, public
arts funding, was sparked by traveling
outside of Appleton to larger cities, such
as San Francisco and St. Louis, and seeing
their public sculptures. This caused him to
wonder why Appleton didn’t pursue similar projects. He commented that Appleton
doesn’t have a lot of public art, and what’s
there has not been properly maintained;
for example, the war memorials are missing pieces. He lamented that the process
of placing public art has been “arduous”
and has led him to stop putting forward
ideas, but he wishes that construction
projects were required to install public art
as part of their construction.

In 2017, Jimmie Sanders, an unarmed
Black man, was shot and killed by an
officer of the Appleton Police Department
while attempting to break up a bar fight.
Schultz commented on the incident,
although he did not recall specific details.
“It just drives me nuts when the first
instinct of any officer is to pull a deadly
weapon on someone who isn’t doing the
same,” said Schultz.
He added that it’s “completely ridiculous” that some people think it’s okay to
mistreat Black and brown people simply
because of the color of their skin and mentioned the fact that District 4 Alderperson
and Assistant Professor of Biology Israel
Del Toro has been subject to racist abuse,
such as being spat on and having his
house vandalized and almost burned to
the ground.
Schultz recalled an incident with
Appleton police in which an alarm in the
Airbnb he was preparing to rent out went
off late at night. According to Schultz,
officers arrived at the scene and insisted
the house needed to be cleared, despite

Headshot of Alex Schultz.
Photo from Schultz’s Facebook page.

Schultz explaining the situation multiple
times. It bothered him that 5 officers
breached the house with AR-15s.
“That can’t be your response,” Schultz
said. “Just because it doesn’t happen often
doesn’t mean the mentality isn’t baked in.”
Schultz also referenced anecdotes
he’d heard of Appleton police harassing
pro-choice protesters but leaving antichoice protesters alone, declaring that
it’s unethical for the department to take
sides. He feels that this issue is being
addressed by himself, Wolff and Meltzer,
among others in local government, and is
excited for Appleton to hire a new police
chief. He thinks that the Appleton Police
Department needs more sensitivity and
de-escalation training and that bad officers shouldn’t get a pass for unethical
conduct.
Schultz recalled growing up in a strict,
Christian household, and feels that turning against that mindset shaped who he

is. Although he believes in natural forces
in the universe, he considers himself an
atheist. Schultz served in Operation Desert
Storm, the invasion of Iraq under former
president George H.W. Bush. He feels
that Desert Storm, like most conflicts, was
unnecessary and only served to enrich
companies that sell weapons, characterizing it as an overwhelming use of force
against people that didn’t fully understand
why American troops were even in Iraq to
begin with. Schultz said that serving in the
military sparked his activist side.
As a veteran, Schultz feels that the
military-industrial complex (a term which
refers to the alliance between a country’s
military and defense companies) needs to
be defunded. He believes that every time
there is a conflict in the world, corporations make money off of it.
The root cause of these issues, according to Schultz, is corruption.
“Corporate greed is the root of all
issues,” Schultz said. “Everything we’re
dealing with right now is because the
power at the top is influenced by greed
and that leads to shitty decisions that
don’t benefit the majority of society.”
Although Schultz is a local politician, he has strong opinions about the
Supreme Court’s ruling in Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health Organization,
which overturned Roe v. Wade and took
away the federal right to an abortion,
allowing states, including Wisconsin, to
restrict it. Schultz said that after the ruling, he stopped standing for the Pledge of
Allegiance in the council chamber.
Schultz is concerned about peoples’
rights being eroded, and he feels that the
council passing statements in support
of vulnerable communities is important
because it sends a message to the state
government. The council has passed
resolutions in support of Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and the
Hmong community, among others.
“If you’re going to come here and try
to take rights away from a group of people,
we’re going to stand in your way,” said
Schultz.
Schultz addressed young people feeling hopeless about the future and said
that although he often wakes up and
feels hopeless too, it’s important to fight
to stem the worst effects of these issues,
especially climate change. He added that
it’s easy to get overwhelmed by taking on
a lot of issues at once, but it makes it hard
to focus. He advised young people to hone
in on a specific issue they care about.
“We just gotta keep pushing,” Schultz
said. “The human species is pretty capable
of doing some amazing things. Whether or
not we’re going to make through this crisis
and extinction event remains to be seen,
but I think there’s always a sliver of hope...
It doesn’t make sense to assume the worst
and not do anything.”

Summer Institute through the eyes of the PAs

Staff Writer
________________________________

Much effort went into the preparation
for the Summer Institute (SI) this year on
every end. Student Program Assistants
(PAs) joined hands with staff to see
that the three-week orientation went as
smoothly as possible. Matvei Mozhaev and
Eliza Peetz (both SI students themselves
as first-years) were two of the five PAs
that contributed to the success of the institute this August.
There was room for the Summer
Institute to regrow now that it was two

years out from the height of the pandemic
Even though SI has been conducted in
person, the people who previously ran SI
had parted ways with Lawrence, leaving
the challenge of how to further bounce
back from the effects of COVID-19 in the
hands of the PAs.
Lead PA Mozhaev took charge of creating technical lists like housing arrangements, as well as designing the extracurricular and workshop schedule. With only
a few documents left over from previous
years, he and his team had to craft most of
the social events themselves. Even against
the challenge of bringing SI back from

scratch, Mozhaev would go on to say that
one of the greatest joys he had regarding
the program was just dreaming it up in the
first place.
Imagination had proved to them to
be a powerful tool, as the team came up
with a plethora of exciting events for the
incoming students. Some activities even
included traveling around the Appleton
area; bubble tea trips and a visit to the
Trout Museum of Art were some of the
off-campus highlights of the revamped
SI. Regarding this, Mozhaev mentioned
the importance of not only orientating
the students to the campus but to the sur-

rounding community as well. That way,
everyone could feel more comfortable in
the entirety of (for many of them) this new
home-away-from-home.
While there was less planned than
usual, the PAs used the time that was
newly freed up to the benefit of themselves
and the students. Peetz recalled impromptu self-care nights and nail-painting sessions with her group fondly. Both PAs
agreed that the emphasis on student-PA
interaction that the schedule allowed for
helped form strong bonds between all
involved, new and returning students

See page 7
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Norway Landscapes
Alana Melvin

Photo Editor
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________

Before coming to Paris for study abroad, Senior Kiara Didier and I were able to go to Norway for
a week. I brought a film camera that I acquired a week before leaving, and this is my first set of
photos with the camera. The film roll was unfortunately exposed to light when I had to take it
out at airport security, but I thought that it created unique patterns on some of the photos.

Senior Kiara Didier wades in the water of Nærøyfjord in Flåm, NO.

View from the top of Damsgårdsfjellet mountain, overlooking the Bergen Fjord.

From a hike around Maridalsvannet Lake just north of Oslo, NO.

Blurry view from our Airbnb in Bergen, NO.

Summer Institute...

continued from page 6
alike.
At the beginning, Peetz
told me, there was some “forced
engagement” among SI participants, who were still adjusting
to this next step in life. The
extra hours that PAs were able
to spend helping the students
form social connections bore
fruit, however. The two PAs
agreed that most of the students
who bonded with each other
during SI are still close today.
This goes for those helping to
run the program as well; Peetz
pointed out that she herself still

talks with many of the students
who were in her care.
The final weekend at
Björklunden (the favorite activity of both Mozhaev and Peetz)
was an especially powerful
moment for the PAs, who each
mentioned that the camaraderie
among students was especially
clear to them there. Both celebrated the fact that everyone
was included on the trip, each
student having made friends
to share their time there with.
“We’re all in this together.”
Peetz said, encompassing SI
student and student-employee
alike in the simple (yet true)
statement.

There was agreement
among those who worked for
the program that SI seemed to
be a positive experience for all
involved. Despite this, Mozhaev
recognized that the program
could always be improved. His
ideas for change, however, were
much more heavily focused on
garnering more recognition for
SI itself. He stressed his wish
that more first-years would get
involved with the program to see
it “integrated” more fully into
the life of the Lawrentian from
the beginning of their time here
to the very end.
Each had some parting
words for future students of

the program with the common
theme of involvement; Peetz
especially emphasized her wish
that SI students of years to
come would go to as many nonmandatory events as they could
(while also taking time for oneself). She also made it clear that
she hoped every student would
get to know each other, as well
as their PAs, to have the chance
to create the treasured bonds
that she was so lucky to have
formed.
Future PAs get some words
of wisdom, too. Both Mozhaev
and Peetz stressed connection, the former urging those
who take up the position in the

future to be proactive in their
communication with the incoming students they lead. The latter, too, expressed her hope that
PAs to come would continue
to make time for students even
outside mandatory hours.
As for afterthoughts, the
two PAs had strikingly similar responses; they found the
Summer Institute to be a
positive, holistic experience for
many of the students and considered themselves fortunate to
have been involved.
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Lawrence Symphony Orchestra concert delivers on its ambition
Alex Alden
Staff Writer

________________________

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s
Fourth Symphony is not for the weakminded. The Lawrence Symphony
Orchestra performed this deeply
personal work last Saturday, Oct. 15
in Memorial Chapel. An ambitious
choice, some sense of uncertainty
occasionally plagued the first and
second movements, but the masterful
third movement, and hugely thrilling
finale doubtlessly amended and ameliorated the overall performance.
Tchaikovsky wrote this symphony during the first year of his tumultuous marriage to Antonina Miliukova. As a gay man, the composer had
entered a marriage of convenience
with a woman in hopes of alleviating suspicion of his homosexuality,
which was not fully accepted in the
Russian Empire. Yet this Symphony
reflects on mixed fortunes, since it
was around this period that Tchaikovsky began a correspondence with
Nadezhda von Meck—the Symphony’s
dedicate—who later became an important patron and close friend.
Turmoil between hiding and embracing one’s true self is obvious from
the composition’s first notes: a loud
fanfare from the horns and bassoons,
often described as a “Fate motif.” This
approach is a drastic departure from
Tchaikovsky’s earlier symphonies.
His First begins with a quiet violin
shimmer; the Second with a loud,
but brief chord; and the Third with a
timid melody in the strings.

Ellie Fiorini
Columnist

________________________

4/5
“Beetlejuice” (1988), directed by
Tim Burton, is a horror-comedy about
a couple named Barbara and Adam
Maitland (Geena Davis and Alec
Baldwin) who have recently died in
a drowning accident. As ghosts, they
have to navigate the afterlife while trying to scare off the new owners of their
home, Delia and Charles Deetz (Catherine O’Hara and Jeffery Jones) with
the help of another ghost named Be-

The Fourth Symphony’s first
movement, however, does not shy
away from an immediately bold statement. It is a hard opening to get right,
and the LSO landed mixed results.
The initial statement from horns and
bassoons was especially powerful,
but there was noticeable uncertainty
when the rest of the brass section
joined in. After the introduction,
the string section’s winding melody
regained some certainty, marking
the contour of their long phrases
especially well.
Two waltz-like sections counter
the 1st movement’s many outbursts,
both of which are intriguingly constructed. Both melodies and flourishes are passed around the woodwind
section, while the cellos (and later the
horns) offer a countermelody, which
alternates between the background
and foreground. The teamwork
throughout the orchestra in this scattered passage was coherent and gave
welcome breathing room from the
symphony’s massive climaxes.
Most of the first movement’s
climaxes are lengthy and require
almost equal participation from
every instrumentalist. This presents
a challenge to performers, as these
climactic phrases easily become stale
without proper shaping and dynamic
variation. Fortunately, the LSO was
effective in this regard. The string
and woodwind sections managed to
keep consistently high energy, while
the brass offered an explosive sound
when needed, particularly at the
movement’s end.
A slight discordance occurred

between conductor and instrumentalists during the symphony’s second
movement. The song-like melody
which opens and defines much of the
movement is marked Andante (“at a
walking pace”) by the composer, but
the theme’s character evokes a much
slower, Adagio, feel. Dupere was committed to the Andante label, while
many of the instrumentalists treated
the passage slower, giving hesitation
to the overall tempo.
The second movement’s middle
section felt was much more united.
It included a special sort of vivacity,
which only increased as the music
progressed. One highlight of the
movement’s end was the bassoon solo
by Junior Jessica Kleebauer, which
found a fitting balance between vitality and passion.
The LSO delivered an impressive
performance of the third movement,
known for being a bit strange and
whimsical. This movement rotates
and later combines three distinct textures: a plucked-strings only section,
a dance-like woodwind passage and
gentle brass march. Each instrument
matched their intended character
perfectly, with no hesitation. The piccolo and flute duets, later restated by
the clarinet, were expertly performed,
despite their tricky leaps and daunting speed.
There is little to say about the
LSO’s playing of the fourth movement
besides praise and commendation.
A hugely enthusiastic performance,
every musician was at the top of their
game, from the precise percussion
to the exact string and wind playing

telgeuse (Michael Keaton). Throughout all of this, Barbara and Adam become close with the Deetzs’ teenage
daughter, Lydia (Winona Ryder).
This film is extremely fun to
watch and Tim Burton’s artistic style
really shines in this movie. The use
of practical effects is extremely well
done. To make the odd creatures of
the afterlife, they were all stop motion,
prosthetics and costumes. All the crazy faces Barbara and Adam make were
all done with stop motion practical effects which is extremely refreshing to
see in a world that is now dominated
by CGI. There truly is something time-

less about practical effects in film, for
even if they look aged, they still fit into
the story. They were tangible. They
were there for the actors to interact
with. Watching the film, I could see
how many of the effects were done but
I still was not pulled out of the movie.
In fact, I became even more immersed
into the film because of the practical
effects.
The use of comedy in this film
is also incredibly clever. A lot of the
jokes are quick, smart and have a
small layer of creepiness to them. The
crazy faces that the ghosts make have
a perfect equilibrium of creepy and

Columnist

____________________________

5/5 Stars
Melbourne-based art-rock band
Jaala released their third studio album “Gap Tooth” on Nov. 5, 2021.
The band consists of frontwoman
Cosima Jaala on vocals and guitar,
Maria Moles on drums and Fia Fiell
on additional electronics and production.
“Gap Tooth” marks a departure from the typical spunk that
marked Jaala’s previous work. In
its place now are washes of cathartic
shoegaze, featuring slower tempos,
psychedelic guitars and blankets of
reverb. While their signature undertones of math rock and neo-soul
stay consistent, they take a different
form here, lending themselves to the
dream-like quality of this record.
To be honest, when I first listened to “Gap Tooth” upon its release, I could not tell you a single
thing about it. It felt too “same-y,”
like the band had one idea and
stretched it across eight tracks. Only
on many repeated listens did I begin
to peel back its layers one-by-one.
While the album feels longer than it actually is because of its
genre, its mere 33-minute runtime
leaves a lasting impact. “Gap Tooth”
in that way feels like a high, one akin
to the one that comes after midnight.
From the beginning riff on “All
Here,” the record’s opener, the listener is immediately propelled into
a nocturnal euphoria. Every instrument — the drums, the vocals and the

guitars — are sugarcoated in a myriad of effects. It is an out-of-body musical experience: even the percussion
changes time signatures unpredictably. The off-kilter ambience of this
track sets the stage appropriately for
the rest of “Gap Tooth” to blossom.
The next track is “F**k to the
Radio,” whose title alone tells you
everything you need to know about
it. I’m especially mesmerized by
the pedals used on the guitars here,
blowing out the speakers by the end
of the song. Uneven polyrhythm
grooves again make an appearance,
mimicking the swaying of hips. It’s
unabashedly sexy, catchy and enrapturing.
After comes the contrasting and
chilly “Workhorse,” picking up the
pace of the album. It begins with a
synth arpeggiator, faster than previous tracks, and includes percussion more upfront in the mix. That
doesn’t detract from the psychedelia
of this track — it just takes the shape
of sharper, more intricate textures.
The warmth returns on “Been
Bad,” capturing “Gap Tooth”’s midnight high in its most essential form.
Jaala sings about “los[ing] our way,”
pondering “how are we awake?” It’s
a favorite of mine: the vocal performance on the chorus sends chills
down my spine every time. “I’ve been
bad,” she sings simply with a melody
that rings far into the early hours of
the morning. It’s grounded without
losing its charm, driving without losing its downtempo. The band painted
an incredibly accurate portrait of the
night, not only on “Been Bad,” but
“Gap Tooth” at large.

The rest of the album undulates
between different shades and tastes
of similar palettes as earlier tracks
with different takes. “Which Way”
reads on the surface as a grittier version of “All Here,” however, the progrock style breakdown close to the end
gives the song its own flavor. Jaala’s
vocals also are teasing and needy:
“You’re all I need,” she coos into the
mic.
This sentiment is carried onto “I
Love You (DJ Set),” which reads like
a Hiatus Kaiyote style nu-jazz cut —
of course, with odd time signatures
and strange chords. I appreciate
how the band pulled the veils reverb
and effects back to allow for a rawer
performance on this song. “Funny
Shapes” also shares this quality with
its organic keys glistening on the
high-end.
The closer, “Caterpill,” ends the
record on a dawning note. The sun
has come up, and the molasses of
“Gap Tooth” is mostly gone; however, that doesn’t take away from how
saccharine this song is. Whistling
backing vocals mimic Jaala’s guitar
playing as she “lays here,” watching the world bloom into day. It’s a
quaint closer that wakes you up from
the dream of this album.
It’s hard to put into words how
“Gap Tooth” makes me feel. It transcends genre and mood in a way that
puzzles me with each listen. Somehow, I still am lulled into its molasses
lullabies and midnight high each listen regardless of my intentions going
into the record. That’s what makes it
a worthy listen in my eyes: its ability
to rock you into sleep so sweetly.

Fourth Symphony is no small task,
and the LSO certainly delivered on
their ambition. Equally as effective
was the choice to have it as the sole
piece of the concert, as the diverse
movements, gorgeous melodies and
dramatic finale gave all one can ask
for from a symphonic experience.

Conductor is Professor Mark Dupere.
Photo by Kai Frueh.

		

Lawrence Symphony Orchestra performed Tchaikovsky's Fourth Symphony.
Photo by Kai Frueh.

“Beetlejuice” : a horror movie for comedy lovers

"Gap Toot": molasses lullabies in the midnight high
Billy Greene

to the wall of sound delivered by the
brass section. The tempo choice was
on the faster side, and the music’s
sheer excitement gradually pushed
the speed, resulting not in incoherency but energy and zeal.
As a standard part of orchestral
repertoire, performing Tchaikovsky’s

goofy. Michael Keaton’s performance
as Betelgeuse is the epitome of this
symmetry. He is able to balance Betelgeuse’s crude and erratic personality
with humor. He is the perfect antagonist for this kind of film.
My favorite part of the film, however, is Barbara and Adam’s relationship with the Deetzs’ daughter, Lydia.
Lydia is a lonely goth teenager who
is unhappy with the move and with
her parents who do not seem to pay
a lot of attention to her. Barbara and
Adam, a young couple with no kids,
form a close bond with her. Barbara
becomes the motherly figure Lydia

needs and when she expresses her suicidal thoughts, Barbara puts a stop to
it telling her that “being dead doesn’t
make things any easier.” By the end of
the film, Barbara and Adam, who have
made their peace with the Deetzs, become Lydia’s second set of parents.
Overall, “Beetlejuice” is an entertaining film for fans of both horror
and comedy. The aesthetic is fun, the
humor is original and the practical effects blend seamlessly into the film. If
you like movies that are fun, spooky
and original, you are going to like this
one.

Kat Girod

durability, stamina and physiology.
Afterward, Man-Thing suffers a
difficult shift in environment as he’s
captured by S.H.I.E.L.D. for both
confinement and observation. Despite
being freed later when the organization's files are publicized, he ends up
in another form of imprisonment on
the planet of Sakaar. On Sakaar, he
falls into the clutches of the Grandmaster, who forces captives to battle
in his Contest of Champions. Through
winning a multitude of fights in the
Contest of Champions, Man-Thing
eventually wins the title of Champion
of Sakaar – even gifted with a sculpture built in his honor – and finally
returns to Earth.
Here, as referenced in “Werewolf by Night” (2022), he meets Jack
Russell and forms a friendship with
the werewolf who seeks to protect
others from dangerous transformation. Unfortunately, in the special, he
once again is confronted with imprisonment - this time by Verussa Bloodstone who uses him as the target in a
monster hunt. Verussa cruelly utilizes
the bloodstone - a mystical gem - to
weaken Man-Thing’s typical prowess
for the hunt, intending to search for a
successor for her late husband.
Luckily Man-Thing is rescued
through the cooperation of Jack
Russell and Elsa Bloodstone, free
from the debilitating effects of the
bloodstone. In addition, he is able to
take down his captor through a joint
effort with Elsa, as he burns Verussa
Bloodstone to death.
I personally didn’t know much
about Man-Thing before watching
Marvel’s “Werewolf by Night” special
on Disney Plus – it was shocking to
see the bits and pieces of his story

Man-Thing

Columnist

_____________________________

Welcome to this week’s Comic
Character Spotlight! As promised,
the month of October guarantees a
spooky subject around every corner,
so this week we’ll be delving further
into the horror-inspired realm of the
Marvel Universe.
If you got the chance to check
out Marvel’s Halloween special on
Disney Plus entitled “Werewolf by
Night” (2022), you might remember
a strangely friendly creature referred
to by the special’s protagonist as
Ted. This “Ted,” otherwise known as
the Man-Thing, was originally Dr.
Theodore Sallis as a human. He was
created by the writers Stan Lee, Roy
Thomas, Gerry Conway and artist
Gray Morrow, first appearing in the
comic series “Savage Tales” #1 (1971).
As a young biochemist Dr. Theodore Sallis, from Omaha, Nebraska,
works in the Everglades as part of Dr.
Wilma Calvin's Project as they aim
to recreate the Super-Soldier Serum
that empowered Captain America.
However, upon being ambushed by
two thugs and betrayed by his wife,
Ellen Brandt, he injects himself with
the serum in a desperate attempt
at self-rescue. Yet, in his panicked
fleeing, his car crashes into a swamp
nearby the facility which leads to a
supernatural transformation. As he
morphs into a slow, humanoid swamp
creature with red eyes, he becomes
“Man-Thing.” With faded memories,
he attacks his ambushers and wife
with an acidic substance he now has
the ability to secrete when experiencing negative emotions. His abilities
extend beyond acidic secretion, as he
also possesses superhuman strength,

See page 9
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course of the performance, concluding with a return to morning.
The composer, John Luther
_______________________________
Adams, is a former environmental
A word of advice if you plan to
activist, and his composing is motiattend an outdoor event in Wisconsin
in mid-October: bring a hot beverage vated by “a deep concern for the state
and a winter coat! Though I brought of the earth and the future of humanneither, underestimating just how ity.” In “Ten Thousand Birds,” a work
that is specifically intended to be
cold it would be, I still enjoyed the
performance of John Luther Adams’ performed outside, Adams “employs
music as a way to reclaim our connec“Ten Thousand Birds” on Oct. 16th on
tions with place.”
Main Hall Green.
Choreography and use of space
“Ten Thousand Birds” is a conwere crucial elements of the perfortemporary musical composition that
mance of this piece. As the perforwas premiered by the new music
ensemble Alarm Will Sound in 2014. mance began, members of LUNME,
which includes string instruments,
The piece incorporates the songs of
brass instruments, woodwinds, perbirds that are native to or migrate
cussion and piano, arranged themthrough the area in which the piece
selves in a circle in the center part of
is performed. The piece is modular,
Main Hall Green.
with the possibility to combine differThe music started softly, and
ent sounds in different ways, rather
audience members who had been
than having a single way it is always
scattered across the green moved
performed.
closer to the circle to hear it, but
The version of this piece that
there was still a separation between
the Lawrence University New Music
performing space and audience space,
Ensemble (LUNME) performed was
as no audience members entered the
an hour-long interpretation designed
circle. As the performers began to
by Alan Pierson of Alarm Will Sound.
disperse, spreading out across the
LUNME’s performance was directed
by Visiting Assistant Professor of green, audience and performing space
Music in Entrepreneurial Studies and merged, and the performance became
immersive.
Social Engagement Michael Clayville,
Before attending this perforwho is also a founding member of
mance, I really didn’t know what to
Alarm Will Sound.
The piece began with sounds expect from the piece. I wasn’t sure
if it would sound like any musical
from Midwestern birds that would be
composition I had heard before, or
heard in the morning and transitioned
if it would be a collection of sounds
to birds that would be heard at other
that mimicked nature but were more
times of the day and night over the
isolated and didn’t necessarily have a

specifically musical intent.
In my experience of the performance, the sounds did seem to
intentionally come together like a
musical piece. Some of the motifs
were melodic, and as different instruments repeated similar melodies to
each other from across the green, the
effect was of a musical conversation
between birds, blending the natural
with the musical.
While much of the music was
melodic, some instruments, such as
the woodblock percussion, contributed to a more nuanced texture, facilitating the blending of the ensemble
with the environment in which they
were playing and making the music
sound more natural.
The musicians imitated birds
not only in sound but also in movement. At one point, various musicians flocked around a timpani, running around it and then scattering in
various directions while playing. In
another moment, cellists and double
bassists stood in a cluster as violinists repeatedly circled around and
between them.
In other parts of the piece, individual musicians playing different
instruments would spontaneously run
or hop towards each other or towards
audience members, staying for a few
moments to play directly next to the
person they had run towards and
engage with them playfully.
As the performers moved
throughout the green, so did the audience. Unlike a typical musical event,
in which audience members sit silent-

ly in one place for the entire performance, here we were able to walk
around, and some audience members
spoke softly to each other without disrupting the performance. The sound
of our shoes scuffling through the fall
leaves subtly added to the music.
As I walked around the green, I
heard different parts of the musical
texture louder or softer depending
on where I was. While the sounds
of many of the instruments carried
across the green, some, like the pianos, were quieter and were easiest to
hear when walking directly by them.
At any given time in the performance, multiple instruments
were playing, but there were ebbs
and flows in the number of instruments playing at once, and not every
musician was playing the whole time.

“big city,” so the two began looking for
places to set up around the area, more
_______________________________ to the scale that they were looking for.
Drawn to the brickwork and high ceilCopper Rock Coffee Company
ings
of the lot, the couple eventually
(more commonly referred to as just
chose College Ave as their location and
Copper Rock) was my main high
established the shop there on April 3,
school hit-up for studying, read2003 (the shop will be turning twenty
ing and weekend get-togethers with
next year!).
friends. Although it was the first cofThe name ‘Copper Rock’ came
fee shop I ever tried on the Avenue,
from the name of the ski hill that her
I never knew how rich the history of
my little hotspot was. That changed husband worked at when he lived in
Colorado; Copper Mountain. Out of
when I had the chance last Friday to
all the names they had dreamed up,
meet with Emily Heiges at the College
‘Copper Rock’ was the one that Heiges
Avenue location (the first of the two
told me “just stuck.” Even today, visiCopper Rocks) who, along with her
tors can see that little piece of history
husband, founded the shop.
in the company’s logo.
The early 2000’s was when HeiThe two began by renting the
ges recalls coffeeshops beginning to
right
side of the current shop. The
establish itself as commonplace in
left side came to be later in the Copthe American life. Fresh out of college
per Rock journey when the business
back in 2003, Heiges and her husband
had begun to grow in popularity. Five
decided they wanted to take a chance
years ago, Heiges and her husband
in this growing industry. Heiges, originally from Manitowoc, WI (about an bought the building, even renting out
a tenant space upstairs. They even
hour east of Lawrence), thought that
opened another location on the north
her hometown was too small to keep
side of Appleton, extending the cozy
their shop supported. Growing up, she
Copper Rock atmosphere to the other
had always considered Appleton the
side of town.

Copper Rock’s interior design
was completed by the couple, including the abstract paintings hung up on
the brick walls and the earthy colored
seating arrangements. Even the elegant mahogany ceiling was done by
Heiges’ husband and her brother. Heiges mentioned many times how much
the two loved the “old” aesthetic of it.
The shop has the choice of many
kinds of coffee—it’s s in the name,
after all! From cold brews to hot coffee confections (all locally sourced),
Copper Rock specializes in all things
espresso. Personally, I am not much
of a coffee drinker, but the selection
of tea is one of the biggest reasons I
keep coming back. The handwritten
tea menu sports various flavors and
categories, from uncaffinated herbal
all the way to the black blends with the
power to perk someone right up. Beyond tea, the shop also has choices of
smoothies and chilled bottled drinks.
The perfect complement to a
house-made drink is something fresh
to eat, and Copper Rock in no way falls
short of that; to me, choosing between
so many delicious bakery items is the
only difficult part about going there!

The shop has baked goods galore lined
up in their display cases. This is far
from where the choice of dessert stops,
however. The gelato and cookie dough
are both crafted in-house, adding to
the already wide variety of treats available to visitors. Copper Rock takes its
selection of food one step further in offering soups, salads and sandwiches to
its guests, making any time of day the
right time to grab a bite there.
Between the two founders, there
are seven siblings, and each one of
them has worked at Copper Rock
at one point or another (and one of
them still does! Isn’t that a fun fact?).
Nowadays, the customer-oriented
staff is much bigger than it was in the
beginning. Even through the height of
the COVID-19 pandemic, each member was still enthusiastic to work to
keep the coffee shop’s doors open to
the community even through times
of uncertainty (the strong bond between owner and employee became
clear when Heiges told me that even
through unprecedented times, she
worked to keep her staff behind the
counter). Heiges emphasized twice
how “blessed” she felt to have such a

Helen Panshin
Staff Writer

This gave musicians the opportunity
to participate in the performance as
both performers and audience members, another way in which the line
between these was blurred.
As the hour-long musical experience came to an end, the musicians again gathered in a circle, and
the audience began to applaud as
the music faded away. Throughout
the performance, I was grateful for
this reason to be outside, away from
screens, connecting with nature and
with my fellow Lawrentians and
Appletonians through music. With a
stressful sixth week of the term ahead
of me, “Ten Thousand Birds” provided a necessary opportunity to relax
and concentrate on my surroundings
in the present.

Jacob Hanekamp ’25 (left) plays the vibraphone while
Peter Weyers ’26 (right) plays the French horn.
Photo by Rongyan Song.

Copper Rock Coffee Co - 'rock'ing the avenue's world since 2003

Blair Vandehey
Staff Writer

wonderful team working with her.
Community connection on the
other side of the counter is just as important to Heiges. She said that she
wants every person who comes into
Copper Rock to feel welcome no matter what they are there for. Daily, she
noted, the shop invites students, families, businesspeople and friends into
the store. She aims to bring community and barista together on a deep level,
creating a space where a guest is seen
for the person they are. To make each
guest feel comfortable in every aspect
of their visit no matter their reason for
coming is her ultimate mission.
Community connection extends
to Lawrence, of course! With the presentation of a valid ID, students can
enjoy an extra ten percent off their
order.
Over a cup of blueberry rooibos tea, the Copper Rock experience
proved once again to create the atmosphere that Heiges strives to create. A
space to unwind for you, too, is just a
short walk down the Avenue away.

The Book Club: Monster Mash
Mikayla Henry
Columnist

______________________________

Often when our brain conjures
up thoughts of Halloween and the
horror genre, the most infamous
monsters and ghouls come to mind.
From vampires to werewolves to zombies, horror wouldn’t be the infamous
genre it is today without its memorable creatures. With that in mind,
I’ve decided that this week’s edition
will focus on some horrific “Creature
Features” within the horror genre.
To start us off, we have Stephen
King’s classic novella, “The Mist,”
which centers around a group of
people trapped in a grocery store as
a dangerous storm sets in. They have
a plethora of questions, like where

Man-Thing

continued from page 8
from the comics that were vaguely

the mist originated from, or what lies
within it, but not enough answers
– and, as they’ll soon find out, not
enough supplies. This is King at his
peak; he manages to create a creepy,
apocalyptic atmosphere as well as
achieve a truly horrific analysis of
human behavior at its worst in a
mere 230 pages. What makes this
such a creature feature is the intense
focus what may or may not be within
the mist – reasonably there must be
something in it, right? Unfortunately,
the mist obscures everything from
sight, so our stranded survivors can’t
be sure that there’s anything out
there. However, as the plot develops,
it’s hard to tell what’s more terrifying
(spoilers ahead) – the variety of buglike alien monstrosities within the

mist, or the humans trapped inside
the store. If you want to dip your
toes in the horrific waters of creature
features, this is a good, quick read to
start off with.
A newer creature feature that’s
been gaining popularity over the
past year on Horrortok, the horrorfocused subsection of Booktok, is
“The Troop” by Nick Cutter. The story
focuses on a group of boy scouts that
take their annual camping trip in the
Canadian wilderness who have their
fun interrupted by an intruder who
is painfully thin, extremely pale and
absolutely ravenous (spoilers ahead).
While the monster sounds awful like
some sort of vampire, or maybe even
a zombie, it’s somehow worse. The
monster is basically a genetically

modified tapeworm that is weaponized and infecting people. Yes, you
read that correctly. Don’t get me
wrong, this isn’t like the Flukeman
from “The X-Files” which is basically
a human/worm hybrid, but rather
just tapeworms that are severely mutated and killing people as the disease
spreads. This book is scary in a gross
way, if that makes sense. If you hate
body horror, this creature feature is
not for you.
Another book that’s been mentioned a significant amount on Horrortok is “The Only Good Indians”
by Stephen Graham Jones. The book
follows various Native American men
who are haunted by a mistake they
made in their youth (spoilers ahead).
The men in the story are killed off one

hinted at throughout the Marvel
Cinematic Universe. For instance,
in the film Thor Ragnarok (2017),
the statue erected in Man-Thing’s
honor can be seen in the landscape

of Sakaar. Additionally, he’s briefly
mentioned as the reigning Champion
in the Contest of Champions, yet he
does not get much of a spotlight.
Nevertheless, with

“Werewolf by Night” (2022) finally
giving Man-Thing his deserved focus, maybe we’ll see the empathic
creature appear more throughout the
MCU. I’d love to see more about his

by one by the elk spirit, who is taking
revenge for the herd of elk that they
horrifically killed when they were
kids. The “creature” in this book is
the elk spirit, which takes the form of
an elk-headed woman who stalks the
men and those around them. Jones
builds up the suspense by having the
men slowly suspect those around
them of being the killer, but at its core
this story is a tale of revenge and how
guilt can haunt us.
Whether you want a classic
monster, a new and rather gross take
on a monster, or a monster infused
with hidden meanings and morals, the horror genre has a plethora
of creature features for you to get
creeped out by if you know where to
look.

origin and even an adaptation of the
first time he met Jack Russell, the
titular “Werewolf by Night.”
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How to fix baseball
Evan Ney

Opinions and Editorials Editor
_________________________
It’s a good time of year for baseball. All fifteen people who have been
following the MLB season closely
are excited for the playoffs, and who
can blame them? With late drama,
upsets and new rules to learn, this
year has it all. Still, the rule changes have only drawn attention to the
fact that nobody seems to be particularly happy with baseball right now.
The rule changes recent years have
brought are only the tip of the iceberg
for people who want to reshape what
the modern game looks like, and more
staunch traditionalists remain upset
and confused about why nobody else
seems to pine for the “good old days”
like they do.
But most people can’t even
seem to agree about things as simple
as when, exactly, the good old days
were, and as a child of divorce, I know
that this sort of division can’t be good
for the sport or its fans. So allow me, a
college journalist who played JV baseball for three years in high school, to
make things simple for everyone and
explain how to fix America’s pastime
once and for all.
To really move forward, MLB
first has to face a hard truth about
itself: baseball is a pretty boring sport.
It’s ok to admit it. I love baseball, but
it’s important to also consider that
the way people consume media today
is very different from when baseball
became popular. Professional baseball
was first played on TV in 1939, only
12 years after television was invented
and nearly a decade before cable made

it accessible to many more people than
ever before. People watched baseball
because they liked it, sure, but also
because it was always there, and for a
long time it was one of only a few new
and exciting options they had.
Things are different now. People
can choose what to watch from an
enormous variety of options, so when
people want one thing to watch to
unwind, it’s easy to pick something
else when it’s the seventh inning and
hardly anything interesting has happened, or when there are three commercial breaks in an inning, or when
one team is intentionally bad that
year and has to put a position player
in to pitch because they’re down by
13 runs. Worst of all, the best way to
(legally) watch professional baseball,
MLB.tv, is expensive, and MLB isn’t
exactly taking steps to make its subscribers feel like they’re getting good
value for their money. Days before the
playoffs began, MLB emailed all its
international subscribers to tell them
that they wouldn’t be able to watch the
playoffs, whose coverage was originally promised in their package. Only
MLB can come up with such creative
ways to shoot itself in the foot – what
other sport alienates specifically its
fans who wake up at 3am to watch
games? This only exacerbates a more
existential issue with MLB.tv: why
does it cost so much at all? Are there
really that many casual fans willing
to pay $140 a year just to experience
blackouts when their favorite team
plays on ESPN, which is an additional
$100 a year? The best step MLB can
take to promote baseball to a wider
audience is to make MLB.tv free for

all subscribers and allow baseball to
always be there again. It goes without
saying that the owners, whose greed
is the reason competitive balance is
arguably a bigger issue in baseball
than any other professional sport,
would never agree to something like
this. But this solution ties into my
more radical suggestion: I think baseball games should be getting longer,
not shorter.
Every winter when baseball executives meet to discuss potential rule
changes, they have a variety of goals
which tend to change from year to
year. One year, they might be working
to “restore a traditional aesthetic” to
the game, a vague objective at best;
another, they might be working on
thrilling baseball conundrums like
labor disputes, another problem other
sports don’t seem to have. Amidst
this revolving door of goals, there is
one objective that seems to be at the
forefront of discussion every single
year. Making baseball games shorter and increasing the pace of play
has been a topic of conversation in
MLB for longer than I can remember,
and while recent rule changes have
been somewhat effective in shortening games, this progress relates to
another hard truth baseball has to
wrap its head around. Regardless of
games’ length, baseball has a hard
time competing with other sports for
attention, and compared to football
it’s not even close. In 2021, more than
11 million people watched the World
Series, more than 12 million tuned
into the NBA finals between two small
market teams, and the Super Bowl,
which also featured two small market

teams, had nearly 40 million viewers.
Mysteriously, nobody seems worried
about making football games shorter,
even though MLB and NFL games are
almost the same length.
Baseball remains in these markets for now, but the enormous growth
of American interest in soccer, a sport
with relentless action that rarely runs
longer than two hours in total, should
be worrying for MLB investors. With
this in mind, MLB should stop trying
to force its square peg into a round
hole and forge it into its own market.
Instead of trying to be a primetime
event, baseball should be something
that takes all day, so viewers can just
have it on as they go about their day to
day lives. This is a market people are
interested in, as well as one in which
baseball is instantly the most interesting sport. It's more action packed
than golf, more appealing to watch on
TV than NASCAR and more palatable
to American audiences than cricket,
which I see as the three biggest players in this area currently.
So you’d like to restore the traditional aesthetic quality to the game?
Do away with the pitch clock nonsense
and let pitchers shake off six calls in
a row from their catcher. Let batters
adjust their cup five times an at-bat,
and make more time for goofy things
like Manny Ramirez taking a bathroom break inside the Green Monster
or Prince Fielder stealing nachos from
fans. Why not draw more attention
to the mind games teams play when
to a casual viewer it otherwise looks
like every team plays more or less the
same way? To make the games more
interesting during downtime, learn

from the NBA and bring in performers to do little shows and create a
spectacle for the live crowd between
innings. Baseball has always been a
sport obsessed with the spectacle of
how hard pitchers can throw, or how
far can batters hit, so it makes sense to
bring this entertainment value to the
ballpark experience more holistically.
MLB can make money by advertising
on free streams of every game, where
they’ll make more money than they
currently do with ads; no paywall
means increased viewership, and longer games mean there’s more time for
ad space, making baseball games a
more valuable place to market things
other than the military and lawn care
products. For viewers who go to the
game live, make a day at the ballpark a day at the ballpark instead
of a sweaty three and a half hours in
a tiny uncomfortable seat six miles
away from the field behind a pole with
nothing but six dollar beers to drink
and 12 dollar hot dogs to eat. To make
up for longer games with the same
amount of action, make ballparks
more interesting with more games,
shopping, controversial but profitable
gambling and sit down restaurants
with a view of the field.
So like I said before, will baseball
do something like this? Certainly not,
and maybe that’s even for the better.
But if Rob Manfred or any other MLB
execs want to make a bold move and
actually improve the fan experience,
the markets MLB competes in and
even the on field product, you know
where to find me.

Striketober is only the beginning
Nathan Wall

News Editor
_________________________
For those that don’t remember, October 2021 was nicknamed
“Striketober” by many in the labor
movement, due to the large number
of high-profile labor struggles that
peaked during the month. This wave
of labor organizing began long before
October and has continued to this
day. One of the best aspects of this
new wave of organizing is its diversity.
Workers of all ages, races, genders
and across all sectors have united to
demand better. Although I will not
be able to capture every single update
in the labor movement from Spring
Term to the present, I hope this article
can serve as an adequate summary.
Workers at multinational corporations have continued to unionize.
Although no Starbucks union petitions were filed over the summer,
three petitions were filed this month,
in Green Bay, Wis., Fayetteville, Ark.
and Royal Oak, Mich. On Monday,
Oct. 17, a Starbucks location in
Bellingham, Wash., expressed their
intent to unionize. Former Starbucks
CEO Howard Schultz turned to union
busting in violation of the National
Labor Relations Act (NLRA) and new
Starbucks CEO Laxman Narasimhan
was evasive when asked about the
issue. Organizing has continued at
Amazon, too. Although the initial
union vote in Bessemer, Ala., in April
2021 as well as the National Labor
Relations Board (NLRB)-ordered
recount ended in a loss for the union,

Amazon workers at the JFK8 plant
in Staten Island, New York won. On
Tuesday, Oct. 18, Amazon workers in
Albany, N.Y., lost their union drive
while Amazon workers in Southern
California are set to have a union
vote in November. In Stone Mountain,
Ga., Amazon workers went on strike,
but so far have not advocated for a
union and in St. Charles, Mo., Amazon
workers have been demanding better
conditions.
Other multinational corporations facing down union drives

include GEICO, Apple, Lowe’s, Home
Depot and Trader Joe’s. Lila Balali,
the lead organizer of the GEICO drive,
says that she was inspired by the lead
organizer of the Amazon union effort,
Christopher Smalls. Additionally,
the Lansing, Mich., Chipotle location
became the first unionized store in
the country and workers at PetCo in
Shoreline, Wash., have been pushing
for the same.
Workers in the transportation
industry, both of goods and passengers, have also been demanding

better. In the airline industry, both
pilots and flight attendants have been
going on strike. In June, Southwest
Airlines pilots in Dallas, Tex. picketed in front of the airport to protest
being understaffed and overworked.
Flight attendants at Southwest and
United Airlines have also gone on
strike. Additionally, Delta Airlines
pilots will vote to authorize a strike
or not at the end of October and
pilots at Eurowings Airlines began
a three-day strike on Monday, Oct.
17. These are not the only ones; over

A sign reading “Worker’s rights are human rights,” held at Houdini Plaza
Photo by Adam Fleischer

the Labor Day weekend, thousands of
pilots across the country at a variety
of airlines went on strike. Railroad
workers transporting cargo have been
demanding better pay and the ability
to take time off and over the summer
and fall, 12 unions representing more
than 110,000 railroad workers have
been in the midst of negotiations. On
Monday, Oct. 10, the Brotherhood
of Maintenance of Way Employees
Division voted to reject an agreement
that included raises and a bonus,
because, according to its president,
Tony Caldwell, the railroads failed to
address time off and working conditions. If even one of the 12 unions
does not agree to the contract by
November, there will be a rail strike.
On April 1, 2021, coal miners at
the Alabama-based Warrior Met Coal,
Inc. went on strike to demand better
wages, working conditions and time
off. United Mine Workers of America
(UMWA) has held the line for months,
rejecting inadequate offers from the
company. Warrior Met employees
on strike even traveled to New York
to protest the companies that own
shares in the company. The NLRB has
unfortunately ordered the union to
pay millions of dollars in damages to
the company, but UMWA President
Cecil Roberts stated that the union
would not pay those damages and
the amount was reduced to about
$400,000. Warrior Met has insisted that 40 union organizers be fired
when a contract is reached, a stipulation that UMWA sees as unacceptable.
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The introvert's guide to college
Isabel Dorn

Staff Writer
_________________________
“Enjoy college! This is the place
where you will meet your best friends
for life!”
Those words were ringing in my
head last year as I hid in a bathroom stall in Warch sometime during
the whirlwind of freshman orientation week, rapidly scrolling through
TikTok in an effort to calm down and
wondering what did I get myself into?
As a homeschooled girl growing up in rural Wisconsin, I related
to Belle from “Beauty and the Beast”
and Jo March from “Little Women”
on a spiritual level. I grew up devouring every book in sight and scribbling
stories on every scrap of paper in the
house. I had very few friends growing up, but I rarely minded. While
many people talked about how COVID
lockdowns derailed their social lives,
I found the distance strangely comforting.
When I first came to Lawrence,
I was excited to meet new people
because I wanted to find others who
shared my interests. Many of my relatives said that college was a place to
meet lifelong friends – the bridesmaids for my wedding, the godparents
for my children. This was my last
opportunity to socialize with people
my age before the mundaneness of

true adulthood set in.
But freshman orientation felt
like getting thrown into a mosh pit of
four hundred wide-eyed, eager teenagers who were just as clueless as I
was. I made a few flailing attempts at
conversation, but I suddenly related
to Cady Heron from “Mean Girls”
much more than I wanted to.
Still, I kept throwing myself
headfirst into social situations because
I feared missing out on valuable experiences if I didn’t go. It seemed like I
had a narrow window of opportunity
to find a friend group before everyone
settled into their established cliques.
Although the COVID pandemic
temporarily disrupted our approach
to social interactions, many people
were eager to fill their time with massive gatherings as soon as restrictions
relaxed. For some folks, returning to
in-person socialization was a joyous
celebration. But for me, the heightened focus on socialization brought
discomfort and uncertainty. Could the
“getting-back-to-normal" party quiet
down for just ten minutes?
Furthermore, I often felt like my
number of friends would be perceived
as a measure of my well-being and
success at integrating into college.
How is this animal reacting to its new
habitat? Has it tried to eat its fellow
animals yet?

Having struggled with anxiety
for most of my teenage years, I was
determined to establish a “normal”
college life full of functional relationships. Maintaining healthy friendships would prove I was not crazy. But
as I sought new friends around every
corner, I began neglecting the things
that brought me joy – reading, writing
and enjoying an iced coffee in a quiet
room. By the time midterm reading
period rolled around, my sanity was
rapidly deteriorating.
Thankfully, a few gracious
upperclassmen reached out to me
and provided much-needed guidance
through that tumultuous first term.
They never pressured me to hang out
with them, but they always made me
feel welcome. To this day, I’m truly
grateful for their kindness and helpfulness. Frankly, I don’t think I would
have stayed at Lawrence if not for
their support.
As I learned to manage my
schedule, I started making time for
student organizations, and I thrived
in these settings. Meetings often had
clear agendas that guided the conversation. No one needed to fight to be
included; if you joined the club, you
were welcome. And there was always
something to do.
Joining these organizations
made me feel confident and bold,

A Lawrentian quietly studies
Photo by Katie Võ

Striketober is only the...
continued from page 10

Because of this, the strike is continuing as of Monday, Oct. 17, 2022.
Labor organizing has come for
education, too. In Washington State,
public school teachers in three districts: Seattle, Kent and Ridgefield,
went on strike around the beginning
of the school year. In Seattle, the start
of school was delayed one week due
to teachers striking for better pay,
smaller class sizes and more resources
for students. In Columbus, Ohio, the
teachers’ union went on strike for climate-controlled classrooms and more

and I relished the realization that I
was effecting change. I had found my
power, and nothing could make me
revert to that socially awkward girl
who’d first arrived at Lawrence in
September. Heading into sophomore
year, I was determined to become the
type of person who moved effortlessly
around campus, changing the world
one conversation at a time.
I applied to be a Community
Advisor on a whim, thinking it would
be a fun opportunity for career development. But when I showed up for
the first day of training and the staff
started telling me that making “lasting interpersonal connections” with
every single resident in my area was
a mandatory part of my job, I became
that terrified freshman in the Warch
bathroom all over again. How had I
ever thought this was a good idea?
A few weeks ago, I reached out
to a former CA who had always been
friendly and kind to me during freshman year. Our conversations had
rarely lasted more than a few minutes,
but I had always appreciated our little
interactions because he acknowledged
me without pushing me out of my
comfort zone. When I mentioned that
his small actions had helped me feel
less anxious in my first year, we soon
found ourselves sharing our experiences as introverts trying to navigate
the social culture of Lawrence.
Until that conversation, the term
introvert always made me flinch. I had
heard of famous people who identified
as introverts, but their success stories
seemed like an exception to the rule.
I could acknowledge that I was not a
skilled conversationalist, but calling
myself an introvert felt like admitting
some inherent weakness. At a small
college where class participation is
crucial, my intelligence is often measured by how quickly I can construct
and deliver thoughtful responses to

is my strongest tool against injustice,
and if I don’t speak, I fear I am letting
my oppressors silence me.
However, my conversation with
that student touched me deeply, and
I began unpacking the subconscious
biases I held about introverts. This
guy was intelligent, compassionate
and deeply involved in making the
Lawrence community a better place.
And for the first time, I questioned
why I thought I couldn't make an
impact without denying my own
nature.
I crave solitude, but I do not hate
the world. In fact, I love this world
so much that I am constantly pondering its questions, appreciating its
beauty and dreaming of its potential.
I sit in the corner because it offers me
the broadest perspective of the room.
Every word that I write alone is an ode
to the wonders of our world.
Furthermore, introverts can still
have great friendships. Too often,
friendship is defined by inviting people to hang out. But the best friends
I’ve ever had are the ones who know
my limits, respect my boundaries and
understand that I still adore them
even if I need space to unwind.
I’m telling my story because I
want other students to know that
being introverted doesn’t have to be a
tragic curse. I’ve been thinking about
how many introverts are struggling
to live in a highly sociable environment but never share their experiences with other introverts. We’re all
programmed to work side by side in
our own cubicles, unaware that the
person on the other side of the wall is
dealing with a similar situation.
If this article resonates with you,
know that your college experience
doesn’t have to be defined by the
number of friends you have or how
much time you spend socializing. The
vigorous social culture of Lawrence

my professors’ questions. As a CA, my
competency is judged by how well I
can connect with my residents.
Furthermore, marginalized people often don’t have the luxury of
staying silent. When you are a woman
of color, people rarely pause to let
you speak; you must shout until they
hear you. We live in a society where
Asian women get murdered, beaten
and raped because people stereotype
us as quiet and submissive. My voice

can be strange and overwhelming
sometimes, but college is a chooseyour-own-adventure story where you
can design your own definition of a
rich, fulfilling life. Don’t be embarrassed to take time for yourself. Read
that book. Doodle in that journal.
Buy yourself that boba and spend the
afternoon watching traffic. I am still
in the process of finding that life for
myself, and I hope you can find it too.

support for students. And, on the
morning of Monday, Oct. 17, teachers in Haverhill, Mass., and Malden,
Mass., went on strike for similar reasons. In higher education, campus
workers, including faculty, student
workers, staff and researchers have
been organizing unions. Some of these

union that was recognized last year.
Less traditional workplaces have
also been organizing. In the sports
arena, Minor League Baseball players
have joined the Major League Baseball
Players Association (MLBPA) following concerns about players being
expected to perform 60-70 hours a

while not altruistic in their intentions,
recognize that union-busting is a losing strategy. Other less-than-conventional workplaces experiencing labor
organizing include strippers in Los
Angeles, food service workers at San
Francisco International Airport and
tattoo artists in Seattle, Wash. After a

data for 2022, the amount of union
elections won at midyear is higher
than any time since 2005, 76.6% of
unions won their elections, three
times as many workers went on strike
in 2022 compared to 2021 and 70% of
Americans support unions, the highest number in a long time.

schools include Duke University,
Emory University, Washington State
University, Boston University and
Kenyon College. Campus workers
have also been forming unions in the
University of Arizona system and the
University of Colorado system, and
the University of California system
is currently in negotiations with the

week while having their pay capped at
40 hours per week and being expected
to train during the off-season without being paid. Major Leage Baseball
commissioner Rob Manfred voluntarily recognized the union after initially opposing it, and MLBPA president Tony Clark applauded the move.
This shows that bosses like Manfred,

three-day strike, the airport workers
in San Francisco received their first
pay raise in three years. Additionally,
thousands of incarcerated people in
Alabama’s prisons have refused to
continue working without pay while
in jail, putting pressure on legislators.
Clearly, the labor movement is
picking up steam. According to NLRB

Unions are an important tool
that workers can use to assert their
rights. It’s clear that bosses are afraid
of what happens when workers use
their power. If bosses are so scared
of unions, it means that workers are
winning.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. The
Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions. For the full editorial policy and parameters for submitting articles, please refer to the masthead, which is located on the back of each edition.
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ing to be able to tie the game, but
boy were they wrong. Aaron Rodgers
was sacked for the fourth time in the
game though less than three quarters.
Then on the punt that resulted from
another failed third down conversion,
the Jets blocked the kick and Will
Parks ran the ball in to see the Jets go
up by two scores. Finally awoken by
the resulting 14- point deficit, Green
Bay drove down the field on their next
possession with the help of a few key
Jets penalties on third downs before
Rodgers found receiver Allen Lazard
in the corner of the end zone to reduce the Jets lead back to 7.
But the fourth quarter started
as poorly as it could have for the
home team. The Jets concluded their
drive from the previous period with a
touchdown on yet another trick play
with the first snap of the fourth quarter, as Breece Hall managed his first
score of the game. After the Packers
then failed on a 4th-and-14 conver-

sion, the Jets once again drove down
the field like the Packers defense
wasn’t there, settling for a field goal
this time to seal the game with only
2:37 left in the game. That would conclude the scoring as the Jets sealed
their third win in a row, condemning
the Packers to a second straight loss
after they fell to the New York Giants
in London.
Through six games, a 3-3 record
looks to be about in line with the statistics the team has put up thus far.
They’ve put up 15 more total first
downs than opponents through six
games, but have struggled on third
down, converting only 28 out of a
possible 73 third down attempts.
They’ve completed 14 sacks for an
average of over two a game, but have
conceded 15 through that same period. Across all major statistics, the
Packers seem to give up just as much
as they gain, which to me means the
.500 record is fully deserved. We may
be about to witness the first sub-10
win season from the Green Bay Packers since 2018.

